
8th Grade Required Summer Reading 2022

Note to Parents
At Pittsgrove, we believe that reading is one of
the main keys to academic success; it expands the
imagination, enhances vocabulary, and
introduces students to new and exciting ideas.

One of our district’s primary goals is to develop
lifelong readers and learners. For this reason, we
like to offer students a variety of books from
which to select.

Over the summer, students are required to
choose at least one book from his/her grade
level’s summer reading list. Each student should
read the book for enjoyment while recording
evidence from the text using the attached graphic
organizers. This will help your child be prepared
to write and speak about the text upon his/her
return to school in September.

Enclosed are the graphic organizers that must be
completed as students read the text. Please print
the documents before students begin reading so
he/she can complete the work while reading.
Students are required to turn in the completed
graphic organizers to their ELA teacher on the
first day of school.

Thank you for encouraging your child’s reading.
We look forward to building on the foundation
you have helped establish during the summer.

Book Choices: Select one book from the list below.

Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen
When track star Jessica loses her leg in a school bus accident, she is devastated that she
will never run again. She’s not comforted by the news that she’ll be able to walk with the
help of a prosthetic leg. Her family, friends and teammates support her as she returns to
school and practice. However, it is her friendship with Rosa, a girl with cerebral palsy,
which helps Jessica accept the limitations and discover the gifts of her new life.

Hush by Jacqueline Woodson
Toswiah Green's life ended the moment her policeman father decided to testify against a
fellow officer. The Greens have had to change their identities and move to a different city.
Now Toswiah is Evie Thomas, and that is the least of the changes. Her defeated father
spends his days sitting by the window. Since her mother can no longer work as a teacher,
she puts her energy into their new church. Her only sister is making secret plans to leave.
And Evie, struggling to find her way, wonders who she is now and how she can make her
future as bright as her past once was.

Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan
Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical
conditions, who finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to
connect with anyone other than her adoptive parents, but that hasn’t kept her from
leading a quietly happy life . . . until now. Suddenly Willow’s world is tragically changed
when her parents both die in a car crash, leaving her alone in a baffling world.

Stormy Seas: Stories of Young Boat Refugees by Mary Beth Leatherdale
A treacherous voyage across the open seas is the last hope for safety and freedom for five
young people from around the world. The phenomenon of desperate refugees risking
their lives to reach safety is not new. For hundreds of years, people have left behind
family, friends, and all they know in hope of a better life. This book presents five true
stories about young people who lived through the harrowing experience of setting sail in
search of asylum: Ruth and her family board the St. Louis to escape Nazism; Phu sets out
alone from war-torn Vietnam; Jose tries to reach the U.S. from Cuba; Najeeba flees
Afghanistan and the Taliban; Mohamed, an orphan, runs from his village on the Ivory
Coast.

Bomb: The Race to Build – and Steal – The World’s Most Dangerous Weapon by Steven
Sheinken
In 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery: When placed next
to radioactive material, a Uranium atom split in two. That simple discovery launched a
scientific race. In Great Britain and the United States, Soviet spies worked their way into
the scientific community; in Norway, a commando force slipped behind enemy lines to
attack German heavy-water manufacturing; and deep in the desert, a group of scientists
was hidden away at a remote site at Los Alamos. This is the story of the plotting, the
risk-taking, the deceit, and genius that created the world's most formidable weapon.

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson
In vivid poems, Woodson shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the
1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the
Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, each line a glimpse into a child’s soul as
she searches for her place in the world. Woodson’s poetry also reflects the joy of finding
her voice through writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a
child. Her love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the
writer she was to become.

Or any other book APPROVED by your teacher.

You can find the books at these locations:

Access FREE eBooks and audiobooks
Visit our district website or our media center website
to download a list of websites to access eBooks and

audiobooks.

Pittsgrove Township Middle School Media Center
Summer Hours:

http://ptms.pittsgrove.net/media_center

Salem County Library · www.mysalemlibrary.org
Salem Branch – (856) 935-0526

Elmer Library: elmerlibrarynj.org
(856) 358-2014

Barnes & Noble · www.barnesandnoble.com
Deptford Township – (856) 232-3123

Glassboro – (856) 881-5960

Amazon · www.amazon.com

We believe in growing all learners to thrive.

http://ptms.pittsgrove.net/media_center


READING RESPONSE GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

Student’s Name: ______________________________________________ Book Title: ______________________________________

8th Grade Thematic Topic: Resiliency - the ability to positively respond to a challenging situation

Guiding questions:
● What characteristics and qualities help a person deal with conflict and change?
● How does conflict lead to change?
● How does an individual’s point of view affect the way he or she deals with conflict?
● How might it feel to live through a conflict that disrupts your way of life?
● What problem-solving strategies can individuals use to manage conflict and change?

Directions: The book you have chosen to read this summer will help you to learn about resiliency. Consider how resiliency is
exemplified through character, setting, and/or plot development as you read your book. Complete the double-entry journal below
with textual evidence and reasoning. Be sure to include examples from the beginning, middle and end of the book. Feel free to use
an extra sheet of paper if you run out of room to write.

Textual Evidence
Textual evidence that exemplifies the theme of resiliency.

Reflection & Analysis
Describe how the evidence in the text relates to the theme of

resiliency and explain why.
Example from Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick
Freak goes, “Whew! That was a close encounter of the turd
kind,” and it takes me a second to get the joke, but then I’m
laughing, amazed he can be so cool about it, like it was no big
deal that Tony D. was after us.

Page(s) # _31__

Tony D. and his friends were harassing Max and Freak as they
walked home. Max was scared, but Freak stuck up for himself and
talked back to Tony D. After, Freak is able to laugh about the
incident. This shows resiliency because Freak continues to stay
positive, and looks for humor in the situations that challenge him.

Page(s) # _____

Page(s) # _____
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